


• At school bus depots, limit the idling time during early morning warm-up to
what is recommended by the manufacturer (generally 3 to 5 minutes). In colder
climates, block heaters, which plug into electrical outlets, can help warm the
engine to avoid starting difficulties and shorten warm-up time.

• In the winter, provide a space inside the school where bus drivers who arrive
early can wait.

• Follow anti-idling laws and guidelines in your state. Currently, three New England
states have anti-idling laws: Connecticut, Massachusetts and New Hampshire.

Work Closely with Bus Companies and Bus Drivers
to Implement the Guidelines

• Make sure both the bus company and the bus drivers understand the importance
of the new guidelines.

• Highlight the economic benefit of reduced fuel consumption as a result of less
idling. A typical diesel vehicle burns approximately one gallon of diesel fuel for
each hour it idles. Thus, if a company operates 25 buses and each bus reduces its
idling time by 30 minutes per day, at $1 per gallon of diesel fuel, the
company would save $2,250 per school year in fuel costs.

• Inform drivers of the potential risk to their health from breathing diesel exhaust
and the benefits of not idling.

• Establish a program to recognize drivers. For example, create buttons that drivers
who pledge to follow the guidelines can wear.

Work Closely with Bus Companies to Retrofit
Buses With Pollution Controls

• Fuel buses with ultra-low sulfur diesel fuel and install particulate matter filters.
This approach can reduce emissions of particulate matter by more than 90 percent.

• Another option is to install oxidation catalysts. This approach can reduce emissions
of particulate matter by at least 20 percent and does not require the use of ultra-low
sulfur diesel fuel.

• More information about retrofit options is available at www.epa.gov/otaq/retrofit.

Work Closely with Bus Companies to Purchase the
Cleanest New Buses

• EPA is working to reduce diesel pollution from new heavy-duty diesel trucks
and buses by setting more stringent emission standards that will take effect
beginning in 2004. In 2007, new trucks and buses rolling off the assembly lines
will be 95 percent cleaner than today’s models.

• Because some buses may meet EPA standards ahead of schedule, ask the
manufacturer before purchasing a new bus to see if you can acquire one that
meets these standards. In addition, some buses come equipped with pollution
control devices like oxidation catalysts and/or devices that minimize idling and
warm-up time.
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